
Junior Geologist Workshop 
Supported Curriculum Big Ideas and Content 

  

•

•The rock cycle  
shows how rocks  
and why rocks 
change as they 
move through it

•Rocks and minerals 
have useful 
properties that can 
be used as natural 
resources

•Rocks can change
between the 3 rock 
types - Igneous, 
Sedimentary, and 
Metamorphic 

•Rocks and minerals 
are  Earth materials

Earth materials change    

as they move 
through the 
rock cycle

and can be used 
as natural 
resources 



Junior Geologist Workshop 

Main Concepts 

 

   

Rocks and 
Minerals 

What is a rock

What is a mineral 

What are the 
properties of minerals 

Geologist's Tools and
Testing mineral 
properties and 

identifying minerals 

The Rock Cycle -
how rocks form 

What is the Rock Cycle 
and how it shows the 

formation and changes 
of each of the 3 rock 

types 

How Igneous rocks 
form and can change

How Sedimentary 
rocks form and change 

How Metamorphic 
rocks form and change

Testing out a model of 
the Rock cycle

Identifying Rock 
types

Linking each rock type 
formation to key 

features and locations 

Igneous rocks - clues 
and key features 

Sedimentary rocks -
clues and key features

Metamorphic rocks -
clues and key features 

Practising Rock 
Identification 

Rocks as Natural 
Resources 

What natural 
resources are

How rocks can be 
natural resources 

How metals are  
natural resources 

Useful properties of 
minerals

- Examples of minerals 
as natural resources -
Matching  minerals to 

useful objects  
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